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- That the Thanks of this Houſe be and are 
hereby given to the Lord Biſhop of Ro- 
cHesTER for the Sermon by him preached 
before this Houle in the Abby-Chu rch Ves 
minſter on Friday laſt ; and he is hereby de- 
fired te cauſe the ſame te be forthwith 
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P.SALM- XX. . 


Some truſt in chariots; ani ſome” in horſes: but we will 
remember the nme of” the Lord our God: 


18 Pfalm is one of thoſe which had David 
for its royal author, and it is commonly ſup- 
poſed to have been written by that Jewith' 
monarch upon tlie —_—— oecafton. 


Tur Ammonites were a douriftüng a0 powerful 
nation, whoſe borders lay near to thoſe of David; and 
py, whother 
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whether in the pride of their greatneſs, or from the 
motive of ſtate-jealouſy, or for other reaſons of which 


the ſacred hiſtorians are ſilent, they had not only i in an 
unfriendly manner interrupted that intercourſe which 


had long ſubſiſted between them and the Iſraelites, but 
they had given too ſtrong a proof of their hearty ill- 
will to the Iſraelites by aſſaulting and opprobriouſly 
treating ſome of David 8 een. | 


- David, a prince bound in duty, 454 carried by i in- 
clination, to promote the well-fare as well as to pro- 
cure the ſafety of his people, thought himſelf obliged 
not to let ſuch injuries paſs unheeded and unrepaired. 


Tu were of ſuch a nature, as to leave no room 
for expoſtulations: and therefore David was ſoon de- 
termined to do juſtice to his ſubjects with all that 
power which God had put into his hands; and which 
he prepared with ſo much diligence and ſpeed, that 
the Ammonites (as we are told) plainly perceived, that 
they had * © made themſelves odious unto David. 


Bur human nature (alas |) is ſuch, that commonly 
the ſame wrong temper, which ſets men upon doing ill, 
diſpoſes them to take every method rather than that of 
undoing it. Sooner than acknowledge one fault, they 
will chooſe to commit a train of them, that they may 
avoid the unwelcome work of making reparation. 

Thus 


1 Chron. xix. 6. 
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Taus it was with the Ammonites : for, by the 
ſeri ptural account of this matter, -we may learn, that 
from the very firſt they had reſolved againſt all pacifick 
meaſures with David; and that, when they ſaw him 
determined to exert himſelf in the defence of his in- 
jured ſubjects, they had ſtrengthened themſelves with 
new alliances, and had called in to their aid * ſeveral 
foreign ſtates, who by their auxiliary troops might ſo 


far join with theirs, as to make an uſeful diverſion in 
their favour. - 


As the Ammonites were a rich people, abounding 
with filver, they furniſhed thoſe allies with large ſums 
of money (the ſacred hiſtory ſays ©, © with a thou- 
e ſand talents of ſilver”), and theſe I return ſupplied 
them with the beſt military forces of their dominions. 
With this foreign aſſiſtance, acting in ſupport of the 
ſame cauſe which their own troops did, the Ammonites 
had promiſed to themſelves that ſucceſs in a war with 
David, which otherwiſe N cou Id not reaſon ably have | 
hoped  -: | | 


HERE Pry was an affair, 4 wel ane Da- 
vid's moſt ſerious attention: and in that ſeaſon of trou- 
ble and danger he is thought to have compoſed this 
pſalm, which appears to have one eſpecial circum- 
ſtance attending it, not to be found (at leaſt not ſo 
plainly found) in any other of the * t of . 
which he was the author. f 

08- $410 | | IT 


b 2 Sam. x. 6. c 1 eie xix. 6. 
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Ir ſeems not only to have been drawn-up for gene- 
ral uſe upon fome day appointed for publick worſhip; 
but to have been ſung in parts alternately by David and 
his ſubjocts, hen thus aſſembled together. The five 
firft verſes of it appear plainly to have been 
far the voice of the peoplo: The Lord hear thee 

„ (faid they) in the day of trouble: the nende E e 
* God of Jacob defend thee. Send thee help from 
* the fanctuary, and ſtrengthen thee out of Zion. 
Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt- 
« ſacrifices. Grant thee according to thine own 
« heart, and fulfil all thy counſel. We will rejoice in 
4 thy ſalvation, and in the name of our God we wilt 
&« fot up our banners. The Lord fulfil all thy peti- 
on bons. Thus far the Jewiſh people ſeem to have 
ſung and prayed for a divine blefling upon their ſove-- 
reign, : and David, then ſtrongly. encoura —* by the. 
earneſt and unanimous prayers of his ſubjocts, took 
upon himſelf the next verſe of this anthem, and ſang, 
in the preſence of them all what we read in v. 6. 
« Now know I, that the Lord ſaveth (or, ill ſave) 
his anointed » he will hear him from his holy hea- 
ven, with the wholeſome: frength of his right 
hand. 


"Wann this ſhort, but. full, tv Dunid was f 
niſhed, the people ſeem to have gone on again with 
their pious ſong, ſaying, as in my text, Some truſt 


« in. chariots and ſome in horſes: but we will re- 
member 
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*. membet che name of the Lord our God; and ſo 
cloſing their devotioris with the remainder of this 
plalm. | | 


INMENTION this chiefly, that you may obſerve what 
it was, which ſeems to have given to David the faireſt 
ptoſpect of fucceſs under his trying circumſtances, 
namely, the unanimous applications of his ſubjects, in 
their devotions to heaven, for the divine help and 
afſiſtance. 


Turs was the beft ſupport, which coutd be fetched 
in for Him ir the titne of trouble: and i it is at alt times 
the wiſeſt and ſureſt method which any prince can 


propoſe, whoſe lot it is to be engaged in the unwel- 
come (but ſometimes neceſſary) ſtate of war. 


TAT we may ſee this the more dearly, let us 


from the words of my text conſider, as (no 4005) the 
Jewiſh people then did, 


1. How vain it is for men to © truſt i in abide and 
« horſes ;” or (in other words) how vain it is for 
men engaged in war to place ar entire truſt and 
confidence in the beſt human help of any kind. 

II. WHaT methods a nation under theſe circum- 
ſtances ſhould take for procuring to its ſelf the 
bleſſing of a divine afliſtance! im lied i in the ex- 


preſſion, we will remember the name of the 
bp, Lord our God.” 


L BEGIN 
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I. I BEGIN with the firſt of theſe two conſiderations, 
and ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, how vain it is for 


men to © truſt in chariots and horſes ;” or (in other 


words) for men engaged in war to place an entire truſt 
and confidence in the beſt human help of any kind. 


Tux nations, hired in David's days as auxiliaries to 
the Ammonites, had prepared a great number of cha- 
riots and horſes ; that is, chariots drawn by horſes, 
which in thoſe days was the chief, if not the only, uſe 
of horſes in battle, as may be gathered from the ſacred 
accounts of antiquity. Theſe they brought along with 
their other troops into the field ; and with theſe ſuch 
dreadful execution was commonly done in battle, that 
men, who look no further than to natural cauſes only, 
might eaſily be induced to truſt in them, and to pro- 
miſe themſelves victory from the ſuperiority of this 
force, and the extreme difficulty of withſtanding ſuch 
a weight of oppoſition. Eſpecially, if thoſe chariots 
were armed with ſharp ſeythes on each ſide of them (as 
the practice ee was in thoſe eaſtern countries), 
in that caſe the ſlaughter became more extenſive, not 
only thoſe ho fought from the chariots and horſes, but 
the chariots themſelves carryin 8 death and deſtruction 


along with them. 


To theſe David had noching to oppoſe but his troops, 
which were all infantry. The * law had diſcouraged 
the uſe of horſes amon g the Jews, for reaſons ſuited to 


d Deut. xvii. 16. 8 


the 
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the condition of that country and people. Nor do we 
read of any battle, which had been fought at that 
time, with any horſes in the armies of the Iſraelites. 


BuT, tho' David was not furniſhed with this kind 
of military force, yet he had ſome great advantages in 
his favour. He had not only the ready and chearful 
concurrence of all his ſubjects to his aſſiſtance, but he 
had a more numerous army, trained to a ſtricter diſ- 
cipline, and better furniſhed with weapons for war, 
than any of the former days had ſeen in his country. 
He had particularly two bodies of choice troops, which 
he had formed out of his own tribe of Judah, call- 
ed the Cherethites and Pelethites : by the firſt of which 


names 


* In 2 Sam. xxiii. 20. we are told, that Jehoiada, the father of Be- 
naiah, who was the general of the Cherethites and Pelethites, was of 
Kabzeel ; and in Joſhua xv. 21. that Kabzee/ was one of the © cities of 
% the tribe of the children of Judah.” We are told likewiſe in 
2 Sam, i. 18. that David © bade them teach the children of Judah the 
* uſe of the bow.” From which texts, when conſidered together, it 
may reaſonably (I think) be concluded, that David's Cherethites and 
Pelethites were not Philiſtines, as ſome have ſuppoſed, but were men of 
his own tribe of Judah. | 

f The Hebrew words, rendered Cherethites and Pelethites, may be 


rendered Chretites (or Cretites) and Peltites, and this way of rendering 


them will agree the beſt with that account which I am going to give of 
them. The Cherethites, or Chretites, or Cretites, were originally Phi- 
liſtines, inhabitants of Phenicia ; ſo called either from ſome town, 


where the uſe of bews and arrows firſt began, or from ſome Phenician 
word, now unknown to us, which had relation to the uſe of bows and 


arrows. When David, after the death of Saul, ſaw the neceſſity of 
cauſing the children of Iſrael to be taught the uſe of the bow, he ſeems 


to have borrowed the name of Chretites or Cretites from the Philiſtines, 
and 
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names is meant archers, and that of the Pelethites means 
ſtield-bearers; or, (as it 1s expreſſed in 1 Chron. v. 18.) 
« men able to bear buckler and ſword, and to ſhoot 
« with the bow.” And they were not only thus bet- 
ter fitted for war than the reſt of David's troops, but 
they were likewiſe commanded: by a general of great 
courage and known fidelity, © Benaiah the ſon of 
Ae 


AN year bo David 1 a i prince, had Wee 
neglected to make all proper proviſion for ſuch an oc- 
caſion, he judged aright, like a pious prince, that no 
entire truſt was to be placed in theſe or in any arm of 
fleſh. He knew by long experience, that ſucceſs and 
conqueſt in battle is not always with the ſtrong and the 
mighty. He himſelf was a full proof of it; for, 
when a ſtripling and only provided with a ling and a 
few {mooth fones, he had ſlain Goliath the gigantick 


and to have given it to his men of Judah who were inſtructed in that, 
method of fighting, and to have formed them into A, corps under. that 
dehomination. Juſt as the name of Huſſars, originally given to ſome 
Hungarians fitted out for war in a manner different from the reſt of their 
countrymen, is now borrowed by other nations (the French, Pruſſians, 
&c.) and given to their troops, which are armed, in imitation of thoſe 
Hungarian Huſſars. 

As for the Pelethites or Peltites, T believe, that EY took their name 
from ſome word among the Phenicians, which fignified a buckler or 
field: and from them the Greeks, who borrowed the, thing, borrowed 
the name too, calling it Nu, a buckler, and men ſo armed were by 
them called @5aJas&:.. But of, theſe things a fuller account. may, rer 
haps be given on ſome other occaſion. 

8 2 Sam. Val, 18, Weg 


cham- 
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champion of the Philiftines, the very fight of whom 
had for many days made the armies of Iſrael to be 
greatly afraid, 1 Sam. xvii. 11, 50. He could not 
but know, how many accidents in war change the 
face of hope ; that even winds and ſtorms had been 
found to determine the fate of combatants, and force 
victory to leave the quarters, where ſhe ſeemed to have 
taken her ſtation. He could not but know, that even 
the ſituation of the ground in the field of battle had 
oftentimes given ſuch advantages to one army, as greater 
numbers and true courage in the other was not able to 
ballance. He could not be ignorant, that ſtratagems 
in war (when wiſely deſigned and carefully executed) 
had oftentimes put it into the power of the weakeſt 
to diſconcert, and put to flight the broken troops of the 
mightieſt. And he muſthave known, that the greateſt 
numbers, provided with all military aids (tho in ap- 
pearance a manifeſt ſuperiority), had failed in the day 
of trial: ſometimes by depending too much upon ſuc- 
ceſs, and raſhly preſuming too far upon their own ex- 
perienced ſtrength ; and ſometimes by embaraſſing 
_ themſelves, when, in the heat and hurry of action 
(all order and diſcipline being gone), that, which at 
firſt fed their hopes, only furniſhed out matter for the 


greater tumult and confuſion. 


Tus, which I have mentioned, are ſome of the 
natural cauſes, which have been known to diſappoint 
the hopes of the moſt powerful armies -: and inſtances 

FU, EC or. of 


* 
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of each of theſe cauſes, thus operating in favour of 
the weakeſt, David had learned from his own experi- 
ence and from the hiſtory of the former ages of his 
nation. He choſe en with his ſubjects, rather 
to © remember the name of the Lord his God:“ but 
this leads our thoughts to the ſecond head of this diſ- 
courſe, gene: 


II. In which I propoſed to point out what methods 
a nation, engaged in war, ſhould take for procuring to 
its {elf the bleſſing of a divine aſſiſtance, implied in the 
phraſe of — the name of the Lord our 
< God.” 


Tux vulgate Latin verſion of theſe words, and ſome 

printed copies of the Greek verſion, render the origi- 
nal to this purpoſe, © but we will call upon the name 
ce of the Lord our God:“ in both theſe, el in 
the laſt, there is ſuggeſted to us, 


1. Tax firſt method, which in fiich circumſtances 
ought to be taken, viz. the ſolemnly offering up of 
publick prayers for a divine bleſſing upon our enter- 


priſes. 
Ix this good work we have been juſt now employed 
(I hope devoutly employed) ; and thus, as you have 
heard, the Jewiſh people ated on a like occaſion. 
| * Ed, Ald. & Complut. have i71xaaeiueha. 


They 


f 
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They prayed for their king: they recommended them- 
ſelves through him to heaven for its gracious aſſiſtance. 
The Lord hear thee (faid they) in the day of trouble; 
* the name of the God of Jacob defend thee.” I need 
not mention any more: the whole pſalm almoſt being 
a prayer addreſſed to God for this purpoſe. Would 
you hear alſo the ſentiments of his fon king Solomon 
on this head ? You have them very fully in that noble 
prayer, which we find him making at the dedication 
of his magnificent temple. * © If thy people (ſays 
e he) go out to war againſt their enemies by the way 
ce that thou ſhalt ſend them, and they pray unto thee 
e towards this city which thou haſt choſen, and the 
e houſe which I have built for thy name; then hear 
* thou from the heavens their prayer and their ſuppli- 
“cation, and maintain their cauſe.” And well might 
Solomon, or David, or the Jewiſh nation, look upon 
this method of publick prayer and humiliation as one 
good method of engaging heaven in their favour : for 
in prayer devoutly offer'd up there are three things, 
which naturally tend to promote this good effect. 


WE thereby teſtify our truſt and confidence in God, 
to whom we pray : Thus when David upon another 
occaſion, had ſo fully put his truſt in his God, that he 
pronounced him to be his Hhield, his glory, and the 
lifter up of his head; his pious heart could no longer 
contain its ſelf, but brake out into theſe ſelf-encou- 
raging words, * © I will not be afraid ot ten thouſands 


i 2 Chron, vi. 34, 35. * Pſalm ii. 3, 6. 
C2 of 


—_— 
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aof people, that haye ſet themfelves amn 
_— about. 


PRAYBR has a uin farther advantage : it teaches us 


to make an acknowledgment of our own weakneſs 


and inſufficiency to ſecure ſucceſs to ourſelves, without 

the addition of a divine aſſiſtance. And this helps to 
mortify pride, to lay preſumption aſleep, and to make 
us look up with ſteady eyes, ſending devout hearts 
along with our eyes, to the throne of grace. How 
uſeful this is to ſtates or to private perſons, reaſon * 
teach us, and religion will confirm it. 


| A THIRD great benefit of prayer, which 1 to 
render God propitious to us, is, that it declares plainly 
our ſenſe of the great importance of the bleſſings, for 
which we are ſappliants to hear en. 


AND "I which we are this day. aſſembled toge- 
ther to pray for, are ſome of the greateſt, that we are 
able to aſk, or heaven is uſed to beſtow. They are 
the pardon of our fins and the, averting from us the 
judgements of heaven ; the divine bleſſing and aſſiſtance on 


bus majeſty's arms, and the reſloring and perpetuating 


peace, ſafety, and proſperity to bim and his kingdoms. 
Can there be greater bleſſings than theſe ? or can there 
be greater calamities than the want of theſe? The 
enemy, with whom chietly we have to do, notwith- 
ſtanding his many loſſes and diſappointments, hath not 
yet learned aright the rules of juſtice, nor ſeen aright 
| the 
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the lines of his own intereſt. Offers for peace have 


been, if not deſpiſed, yet neglected and poſtponed to 


the preparations of war. And we may ſay of our 


foes, as the pſalmiſt ſaid of his, I labour for peace: 
* but when I ſpeak unto them thereof, they make 
e themſelves ready to battle.” Let us therefore now 
with a more eſpecial attention of mind, now that we 
are humbling ourſelves before God by faſting and 
prayer, conſider ſeriouſly the great benefit of the bleſ- 
ſings, for which we pray. By doing this, we ſhall 


continue, when our danger is removed, and we have 


attained to that proſperity for which we pray (and O! 
may our prayers never be in vain) ; we ſhall fill, I 
fay, continue to ſee the importance of them, and ſhall 
enjoy them with as much gratitude while they are pre- 


ſent, as we now pray with earneſtneſs for them, while 
they are at a diſtance. 


PRAYER indeed has, as I faid, this good tendency 


in theſe three ſeveral reſpects, to diſpoſe God to ſupport 
our diligent endeavours with his gracious aſſiſtance. 


2. Bor then we muſt not ſtop here: if we do, all 
is vain. We muſt go on one ſtep farther ; that ſtep, 
which of all others we are commonly moſt unwilling 
to take. We muſt repent and reform : this is the moſt 
effectual way of © remembering the name of the Lord 
4 our God. Every thing ſhort of this is loſt, h as found 


L Pſalm cxx. 6. O. Tr. 
18 
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is in the air, or as chaff ſcattered by the wind. If 
our hearts have not been now meditating a change for 
the better; if our reſolutions of forſaking every evil 
way have not gone up to heaven along with our prayers, 
upon what grounds can we hope, that they will there 
find any favourable acceptance, or even admiſſion ? 
Let us hear God himſelf declaring his will by his pro- 
phet Jeremiah. ® © At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak con- 
.< cerning a nation, to pluck up, and pull down, and 
« deftroy it; if that nation, againſt whom I have 
pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of 
ce the evil which I thought to do unto them.” Where 
this, you ſee, is the condition, © if they turn from their 
« evil:“ without this it is not to be expected, that the 
promiſe ſhould have any effect; and God is at full li- 
berty to pour out his vials of wrath Ow a corrupt and 
1 nation. 


THe fins of a nation, I am well aware, may be 
confidered in two very different reſpects. They are 
either ſuch as are committed by the people in their 
publick capacity, or ſuch as are the crimes of the par- 
ticular members of the ſociety. There is a wide differ- 
ence between theſe two ſorts of evil, and therefore 
they ought (on ſuch occaſions as this eſpecially) to be 


diſtinctly ſurveyed. 


= Chap. xviii. 7, &c. 
LET 
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Laer our behaviour as a nation be examined, and 
we have (I think) no uncomfortable proſpect. 


IT hath long been the friendly turn of our ſtate to 
look with pity on the diſtrefles of other nations, fre- 
quently to interpoſe the weight of our influence on their 
behalf, and in ſome inſtances to ſupport them fo far 
by our arms as to diſappoint the fury of their oppreſ- 
fors. And may we not preſume, that providence has 
a bleſſing in ſtore for ſuch benefactors to mankind ? 


IT hath long been our virtue (it is our intereſt in- 
deed, but not leſs our virtue, ſince, I truſt, we do it 
upon principle) to decline that ſtrong paſſion, which 
powerful kingdoms commonly have, of enlarging and 
extending their dominions. To that ſtate, with which 
it is our unhappineſs to be contending in arms, this 
charge more properly belongs, and may not unjuſtly 
be laid: and as it hath more than once paid dearly for 
the vain attempt of univerſal monarchy, or (what is 
nearly a-kin to it) univerſal influence ; ſo heaven, we 
doubt not, will in mercy to mankind always recom- 
penſe the ſame licentious enterpriſe with the ſame 
humbling marks of its diſpleaſure. It is their policy, 
but then it is their guilt too, to endeavour to avail 
themſelves of every misfortune, which befalls other 
nations: as if the fury of the ſword, and the craft of 
negotiation was never to have an end, fo long as their 
neighbours have any thing left, which is worth _ 

while 
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while to rend from them by the more open, or the 
more refined ſort of oppreſſion : while we, content 
with our own, and with the ſecurity of what is un- 
queſtionably our own, can bear to ſee others happy, 
without thinking ourſelves 7herefore the leſs happy. 
And is not this a fit temper of a nation for heaven to 


beſtow its bleſſings upon ? 


Wurx the great Sovereign of the univerſe looks 
down upon his works, can he ſee in this our nation that 
perſecuting ſpirit, which makes all difference of religi- 
ous opinions from the eſtabliſhed ones fo highly crimi- 


nal, as it does among thoſe, againſt whom our arms 


are directed? With us conſcience has its full liberty: 
if we err in this, it is on the more favourable fide, by 
giving a: wide ſcope even to the pretences of it. We 
may therefore hope (without a raſh preſumption), that 


on this account we ſhall meet with the kind regard of 
heaven i in our diſtreſſes. 


Turtz virtues belong to us viſibly (I think) as a 


nation, and in this view we have ſome ground to ſpeak 
comfort to ourſelves. 


Bur what is our condition, when we are conſider- 


ed as individuals and partieular members of ſociety:? 


What ſins have we, in 1 this light, to anſwer for? or 
rather, what have we not to anſwer for? Many and 
great they are, it muſt be acknowledged; of which a 


Few 
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few only ſhall be now mentioned, but ſuch as have the 
worſt and W 


Taz love of pleaſures, either criminal in their na- 
ture or made ſo by exceſs, is daily getting the maſtery 
over us: we are not only their followers, but their 
captives. Too many of all ranks, ſexes, and ages, 
feern. ta have wholly forgotten, that at their bap- 
tim they renounced the pomps and vanity of this wicked 
werld : what they then profeſſed never to be acquainted 
wath, they have now fo wedded themſelves to, that 
1 —— 4 Lowe and te hold 
them for life. And can ſuch men expect, that their 
prayers ſhould contribute to gain the bleſſing of heaven 
upon the nation, who juſtly deſerve to be called (in St, 


Paul's phraſe) -* Lovers of Pleaſures more than 
40 lovers of Gott 7" | | 


Tux liberty, which we as a SN happily a: 
is unhappily by many turned inte licentiouſneſs. In 
all wiſe nations, and by all the rules of goed policy, 
the greater the freedom is, which is given, the more 
ſevere ought to be the puniſhment of every breach of 
it. But alas! what multitudes are there among us, 
who readily take what the laws kindly give, and then 
carry on the indulgence to all their own lengths; who 
having rcmoned the boundaries of duty, extend their 
field of action to a much larger ſpace of ground, than 
the venerable name of liberty was ever meant to convey 


2 Tim. iii. 4. 
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to them. This is to make one of the beſt off things 
ſerve for ſome of the worſt of purpoſes; it is to make 
what is honourable become a cover for what is infa- 


mous, and (as St. Peter better TT” it) to use 
* * hberty for a cloak of maliciouſneſs. 8 tor hve: 


| Laws a are | icded things and, ak once Os are 
known, every good man will pay a ready obedience to 
them, and every good magiſtrate will take care that 
they be punctually obeyed. But is it ſo with us? are 
they not oftentimes no fooner almoſt made, than they 
are neglected? Do men ſeem to think, that their con- 
ſciences are bound to the obſervance of them ? they 
are, no doubt, whether their reaſon or their intereſts 
approve of the laws or not: for the language of go- 
vernment, as well as that of St. Paul, commands, that 
_ ſhould be * © ſubject not only for wrath, but for 

ce conſcience fake,” not only for fear of the penalties, 
but likewiſe out of a ſenſe of the duty of obedience. 
It is our misfortune too, that ſufficient care is not taken 
by the magiſtrate, that the laws ſhould be obſerved. 
What the cauſes of this may be, I forbear to mention. 
I ſpeak now of the effects only; and muſt lament, 
as I believe all wiſe men to do, that though it is looked 
upon as honourable to have a ſhare in the making the 
laws, yet it is not looked upon as infamous to have a 
ſhare in the breaking —_ or in ſuffering them to 


be broken. 


* 1 Ep. ii. 16. 1 Rom. Xxiii. 5. 


ThE 
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Tux laſtevilwhich I ſhall mention on this occaſion 
is the practice, which hath long prevailed, and is now 


growing almoſt: general among us, I mean, that of 
profaning the Lord's day. The very firſt command, 
which God ever gave to jr»! was, that, when fix 
days are ended, a ſeyenth ſhould be obſerved *'as a day 
of reſt, and a day which he had bleſſed and ſanttified ; 
thereby appointing one ſeventh portion of our time to 
be {et apart for the purpoſes of religion, particularly in 
memory of him as the creator of all things: this 
ſeventh part of our time is now fixed to the firſt day of 
every week by the chriſtian religion, for the additional 
memory of our redemption as on that day by the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus. - And one of the ſtatutes of our country 
made for the better obſervation of the Lord's day com- 
mands in theſe words, that 4/ perſons ſhall on that day 
apply themſelves to the obſervation of the ſame by exerciſing 
tbemſelves thereon in the duties of piety and true religion, 
publickly and privately. It lays penalties upon ſome for 
the violating of the Lord's day or any part thereof, but 
by no means excuſes the ſame practice i in others, whom 
the penalties do not reach. Theſe are not left to their 
liberty, but to their good manners ; it not being ſuppoſ- 
ed by the law, that any would do that for their plea- 
ſure, which others are not allowed to do for their profir. 
Thus ſpeaks the law of God, and thus (as I have ſhew- 
ed you) the law of man : but what fays the behaviour 
of too many ? let them aſk their own hearts, whether 
they do as they are required to do both by God and 
1 Gen. ii. 2, 3. 129 Car. II. 
D 2 ' man z 
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man ; whether viſitings and journeyings mare frequent- 
ly made 6n. this facred day than on the others, whe- 
ther profeſſed diverſions of any fort, upon any portion 
of this day, and whether a neglect, either total or 
partial, of divine worthip in publick, can be reconciled 
with what is due to a day of ref, and Cx tance 
for the purpoſes of religion. 


urs are ſome of the great and * evils, | which 
we are to reform, which we mußt reform, if we hope 
that our ſupplications ſhould go up as an offering of a 
fweet-fmelling favour to heaven. 


Wr have profeſſed indeed in former years to hum- 
ble ourſelves before God : we faſted and prayed then, 
as we have now done, before we enter d upon the ex- 
erting of our main power and ftrength againſt the in- 
jurious difturbers of our peace and profperity. But let 
every one of us examine himfelf, whether he is in any 
refpe& better in his life and converfation ; what vices 


he hath parted with, and what virtnes he his acquired 


fince he laſt appeared at church on ſuch an occafion as 
this. To what purpoſe did we then faſt and pray, or 
to what purpoſt do we now, if all this is to be the 
work of a day only, and to have no good effect, no 
reforming influence upon our morals ? 


LE all of us therefore, I beſeech you, begin from 
this day the neceflary work of reperitance ; neceftary 
for the ſafety of our _ and neceſſary too for the 


welfare 
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welfare and proſperity of our country. All of us, 
I ſay, in our ſeveral ſtations, but ſuitably to our ſeve- 
ral ſtations: ſuch as have power and authority, by 
taking care, that the laws againſt vice and immorality 
be pat ih a vigorous execution : ſuch as have weight 
afid influence froth their rank in life, by ſetting pat- 


terns of every publick and private virtue, to be follow 


ed by thoſe; who are flaturally diſpoſed to take from 
them the mode and faſhion of their actions: ſuch as 
are appointed to teach and inſtruct men in the duties 
of their holy religion, by labeuring diligently in earneſt 
and well pointed exhortations, that the looſe and the 
profligate may not only be made ſenfible of their fins, 
but may be perſuaded to forſake and renounce them. 
All of us, whatſoever our condition of life be, by 
beginning to do what is molt certainly in our power, 
to reform ourſelves ; that, when the divine Providence 
ſhall lookt down upon. our land, it may look down 
upon us without diſpleaſure, and that our virtues may 
io plead for us, that we may fitid the good effects of 
all which we this day aim at by our faſting, our pray- 
ers, and our humiliation. 8 as 


Walen may God of his infinite mercy grant for 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, &c. 25 
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